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Brief Presentation of Project: 

This study sets out to address a gross gap in political communication scholarship by bringing a new insight into the study of political communication in Africa through an analysis of the issue from a political party and civil society standpoint. Applying principles from six inter related theoretical frameworks; this study seeks to understand, through a contextually informed and more detailed investigation:

a) The evolution of electoral campaign communication in Cameroon, pointing out, among others, its distinctive constitutive features and indicating also, what sets it apart from the Western experience 
b) Media use patterns of political parties and civil society organizations in a hybrid media environment characterized by persistent traditional forms of communication and forcefully emerging modern media
c) The professional interaction between politicians and political journalists in the context of democratization  
d) Citizens’ media use and expectations with regards to political campaign communication and

e) The implications of the nature of election campaigning in Cameroon on the country’s democratization process.

Longer Presentation of Project:
While the evolution of political communication has been a subject of intense scholarly interest in the West, our knowledge of key areas of political communication in Africa, such as political party and civil society communication in the context of electoral politics, is severely limited. 

Most scholarly discussions of political communication in Africa have not systematically addressed the issue beyond the recurrent perspective of government-media relations and normative role of the media in democracy. Funded through a 4+4 PhD Scholarship in the University of Aarhus, Denmark, the objective of this four year research (2008-2012) is to address this gross omission by bringing new insights into the study of the key processes of political communication in Africa, analyzing it mainly from a political party and civil society standpoint.

Using established theoretical frameworks from communication/media studies and political science, this study seeks to understand, through a contextually informed and more detailed investigation:

a) The evolution of electoral campaign communication in Cameroon, pointing out, among others, its distinctive constitutive features and indicating also, what sets it apart from the Western experience 

b) Media use patterns of political parties and civil society organizations in a hybrid media environment characterized by persistent traditional forms of communication and forcefully emerging modern media

c) The professional interaction between politicians and political journalists in the context of democratization  

d) Citizens’ media use and expectations with regards to political campaign communication and

e) The implications of the nature of election campaigning in Cameroon on the country’s democratization process
Inter alia, the study aims to come out with a holistic perspective on Cameroon’s political communication system while pointing out that theories used to explain the evolution of political communication in Western democracies are incapable of providing sufficient explanations of the situation in Cameroon in particular and in all likelihood, the whole of Africa generally. 
On the basis of this contention and drawing from scholarly discussions on political parties and party systems in Africa; conduct of election campaigns in Africa and African political culture, the study will conclude by outlining a framework to theorize political communication in Africa grounded on a combined understanding of African media systems, party systems and political culture.
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